1993 Voting Record

N 0 voting record can conclusively reflect a legislator’s attitude and action on all issues of

importance to business. AWB adopted dozens of legislative objectives and lobbied
dozens of bills in the 1993 session, many of which will be included in the comprehensive
“AWB Voting Record” published at the conclusion of the 53rd Legislature in 1994,

However, we believe that this legislative session was unusual and requires the publishing of an
interim vote record. The nine key Senate votes and ten key House votes selected for this
document reflect a legislator’s tendency to support or oppose AWB and the business com-
munity on measures significantly impacting our state’s economy. AWB’s Board of Directors
had established clear policy on these selected issues and AWB’s members repeatedly commu-
nicated their position to the Legislature.
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1993 Voting Record

ESHB 1248 - Worker Compensation Benefit Increase - final passage

The House approved 56-41 and the Senate approved 26-19 legislation that increases the ceiling on
workers’ compensation disability benefits to 120 percent of the state’s average monthly wage by July 1,
1996. A “N” reflects agreement with the AWB position that this legislation would cost employers almost
$28 million annually.

ESHB 1393 - Minimum Wage Increase - final passage

The Houseapproved 65-33 and the Senate approved 27-19 legislation that raises the state minimum wage
above the federal minimum to $4.90 an hour on Jan. 1,1994. A “N” reflects the AWB position that the
minimum wage should not exceed federal levels.

ESHB 1988 - Unemployment Insurance Surcharge - final passage
The House approved 67-30 and the Senate approved 25-23 legislation that creates a new payroll tax,
initially offset, on unemployment insurance, to financeretraining of unemployed workers. A “N” reflects
the AWB position that this legislation would cost employers almost $30 million annually.

E2SSB 5304~ Health Care Reform - final passage

TheHouseapproved 56-42 and the Senate approved 28-21 the conference committeereport creating “The
Washington Health Services Act of 1993,” an ambitious restructuring of the entire health care system. A
“IN” reflects the AWB position that the legislation will not work to control health care costs, but instead
will increase costs.

E25SB 5304A - Health Care Reform - amendment

The House rejected 44-53 an amendment sponsored by Rep. Tim Sheldon, D-Potlatch, that would have
removed the requirement that all employers pay at least half the cost of health care insurance for
employees and their dependents. A “Y” vote reflects the AWB position that a costly employer mandate
should not be included in the legislation.

25SB 5304A - Health Care Reform - amendment

The Senate rejected 21-26 an amendment sponsored by Sen. Jim Hargrove, D-Hoquiam, that would have
defined the uniform benefits package which everyone must purchase as the current Basic Health Care
benefits plan. A “Y” vote reflects the AWB position that the minimum benefits should be basic and
affordable.

Continued...

THE ASSOCIATION FOR ALL BUSINESS



ESB 5362 - Protective Orders - final passage

The House approved 61-35 and the Senate approved 25-22 legislation that prohibits judges from issuing
protective orders in civil cases, endangering proprietary or confidential information about a business. A
“N” reflects the AWB position that this legislation will increase employers’ litigation expenses.

ESSB 5702- Unemployment Insurance Benefit Increase - final passage

The House approved 56-42 and the Senate approved 29-19 legislation that increases the ceiling for
maximum unemployment insurance benefits to 70 percent of the average weekly wage. A “N” reflects
the AWB position that this legislation would cost employers almost $100 million annually.

SSB 5967 -Sales Tax on Services - final passage

The House approved 50-48 and the Senate approved 25-24 legislation that would have extended the 6.5
percent sales tax to professional services such as architects, engineers, attorneys and business consult-
ants, and included other miscellaneous tax provisions. A “N” reflects the AWB position that this tax
would significantly expand the tax base and present administrative compliance problems for business.
Passage of the budget conference report (2ESSB 5967) superseded this legislation.

2ESSB 5967 - B&O Tax Increases - final passage ‘

The House approved 50-48 and the Senate approved 26-22 the conference committee report which
includes a 6.5 percent B&O tax surcharge on wholesalers and manufacturers, a 1 percent B&QO taxincrease
on selected business services, and extension of the sales tax to certain other service providers. A “N”
reflects the AWB position that this bill will generate $668 millionin new business taxes and fees in the next
biennium.

SSB 5967A - Revenue Limitation - amendment

The House rejected 35-63 an amendment sponsored by Rep. Todd Mielke, R-Spokane, that would have
provided limitations on future revenue collections and would have required a 60 percent super majority
vote on future tax increases. A “Y” vote reflects the AWB position that this legislation would have
provided reasonable revenue limitations and forced state government to live within its means.
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