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The 1997
AWB Voting Record

“AWB's Voting Record is our scorecard.
It gives our members a measure of what issues are
important to business and how legislators voted on them.”

—Don Brunell
AWE President

The AWB Voting Record

Voting records cannot tell the entire story of a legislator’s attitude or whether the final vote on an issue accurately reflects
that Jegislator’s position throughout the debate. However, the AWB Voting Record is designed to be a representative sample
of votes taken during the 1997 session on important business issues.

How the issues were chosen

The issues included in this voting record were selected by AWB members in a thorough and extensive process. First, a 24-
member Voting Record Task Force reviewed the selection criteria and developed an initial list of issues. The proposed list
and suggested format were then reviewed and approved by more than 80 members of AWB’s Governmental Affairs Coun-
cil. The final report was then reviewed by AWB’s Executive Committee prior to publication.

The 1997 legislative session

Overall, the 1997 legislative session was a good one for AWB members. While the session was marked by a record number
of vetoes by Gov. Locke, he and the legislature reached agreement on a budget without a special session for the first time in
recent memory. In addition, Gov. Locke resisted intense pressure from Democrat activists and legislators and signed the
intangibies tax exemption and most of the Environmental Excellence bill.

That said, Gov. Locke’s vetoes targeted many of AWB’s key priorities, including regulatory reform, retro reform and health
care. For that reason, this year’s Voting Record highlights the Governor’s actions on each bill passed by the legislature.

Check the record

AWRB believes the votes included in the 1997 Voting Record are a fair representation of a legislator’s tendency to support or
oppose the position AWB members took on business issues. We urge you to carefully review how your legislators voted on
an i1ssue-by-issue basis, as well as by their composite percentage.
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Kent
Edmonds
Marysville
Spokane
Chehalis

R-47
D-21
D-38
R-20

Red

Cooke, Suzette
Cooper, Mike
Costa, Jeralita
Crouse, Larry
DeBofi, Richard
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the AWB position.

Excused

Yes vote
A full description of bills begins on page 10,

KEY
Y=

N =No vate
A = Absent
E=

61-36 | 47-49 | 75-23 | 46-52 | 65-33 | 57-37 | 40-57 | 63-34| 42-56 | 42-56 |71-27 | 76-21 [ 60-38 | 39-50

96-0

§5-39 | 56-39

66-32 | 42-54 | 43-53 | 65-30 | 5440 | 46-50 | 56-40 | 58-36] 94-0

60-38 | 60-38 | 64-34 | 62-36| 94-0

62-36 | 6829

Vote Count

Richland
Cathlamet
Issaquah

Seatile
Federal Way

Vancouver
Snohemish
Tacoma
Blaine
Spokane
Walla Walla
Richland
Raymond
Fedetal Way
Sunnyside
Gig Harbor
Shelton
Puyallup
Segttle
Heguiam
Adington
Redmond
Gig Harbor
Bellingham
Seattle

Zillah

R-8
D-36
D-19
R-17
D-39
R5
D27
D42
D3
D-16
R
b-19
R-30
R-5
R-26
A-35
D25
D-33
0-46
0-24
R-39
R-45
D-26
D-42
R-15
D-37

Y

Gardner, Georgia

Dickerson, Mary Lou

Delvin, Jerome
Douit, Mark
Dunn, Jim
Dunshee, Hans
Dyer, Philip
Fisher, Ruth
Gombosky, Jeff
Grant, William
Hankins, Shitley
Haffield, Brian
Hicke!, Timothy
Honeyford, Jim
Huff, Tom
Johnson, Peggy
Kastama, Jim
Keiser, Karen
Kenney, Phyllis
Kessler, Lynn
Koster, John
Lambert, Kathy
Lante, Patricia
Linville, Kelli
Lisk, Barbara
Mason, Dawn
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the AWB position.

Excused

Yes vote
Absent

A full description of bills begins on page 10.

KEY
Y=

N = No vote
A=

E=

917

60-38 | 39-59

61-26 | 47-49 | 7523 { 46.52 | 65-33 | 57-37 ] 40-57 | 63-34| 42-56 | 42-56 | 71-27 | 76-21

96-0

55-39 | 55-39

66-32 | 42-54 | 43-53 | 65-30 | 54-40 | 46-50 | 56-40 | 58-36( 94-0

62-36 | 69-29 | 60-38} 60-35 | 64-34 | 62-36] 94-0

Vete Count
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Buckley
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Rabertson, Eric

Olympia
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the AWB position,

Yes vote
No vote
Absent

Excused

KEY
Y
N

A full description of bills begins on page 10,

-7

61-36 | 4749 | 7523 | 46-52 | 65-33 | 57-37 | 4057 | 63-34| 42-36 | 4258 | 71-27 | 76-21 | §0-38 | 3959

95-0

54-40 | 46-50 | 56-40 | 58-36| 94-0 | 55-39 | 58-39

42-54 | 43-53 | 85-30

60-38 | 60-38 [ 64-34 | 62-36| 94-0 | 66-32

62-36 | 69-29

Vote Count
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Seallle

b-37

Tokuda, Kip

Bellevue

R-48

Van Luven, Steve

Seattle

D-11

Veloria, Velma

Mercer Island

R-41

Wensman, Mike

Qlympia

D-22

Wolfe, Cathy

Spokane

D-3

Wood, Alex

Bremerton

R-23

Zellinsky, Paul

East Wenatchee

R-12

Mr. Speaker (Ballard)
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the AWB position.
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A full description of bills begins on page 10,
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A full description of bills begins on page 10.
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“Puassage of the
Environmental
FExcellence bill

signals a new era
of business/
governiment
cooperation and

flexibility.”

—Scotr Hazlegrove
Governmental Affairs
Director for
Environmental Policy

The important business legislation of 1997

ENVIRONMENT

ESHB 1576 - VETOED

Buildable Lands Survey

To ensure an adequate supply of buildable land, the House voted
62-36 and Senate voted 29-20 to require local governments to con-
duct surveys of available land suitable for residential, commer-
cial and industrial development. This bill was vetoed by Gov.
Locke. A“Y” vote reflects the AWB position.

ESHB 1866 - PARTIAL VETO

Environmental Excellence

The House voted 84-14 and the Senate voted 30-15 to allow com-
panies and local governments to propose more effective or cost-
efficient ways to meet environmental requirements, as long as the
results meet or exceed current standards. Gov. Locke signed the
bill into Iaw, but vetoed a section of the bill which would have
exempted Environmental Excellence agreements from review un-
der the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). A “Y™ vote re-
flects the AWB position.

ESHB 2050 - VETOED

Water Rights Impairment

The Senate voted 31-16 and the House concurred 60-38 to establish a
scientific standard to determine whether a new water right impairs an
existing water right. Despite its bipartisan support, the bill was ve-
toed by Gov. Locke. A “Y" vote reflects the AWB position.

2SHB 2054 - PARTIAL VETO

Local Watershed Planning

The Senate voted 25-21 and the House concurred 60-38 to give local
communities a role in deciding how their water is used. Despite the
fact this bill resulted from the cooperative efforts of local govern-
ments, tribes, businesses and environmental groups, Gov. Locke ve-
toed the majority of the bill. A *Y” vote reflects the AWB position.

HBE 2091 - VETOED

Industrial Land Banks

The Senate voted 39-10 and the House concurred 64-34 to ensure
continued economic growth by allowing counties to designate up

to two locations outside urban growth boundaries for industrial
and commercial development. Despite its bipartisan support, the bill
was vetoed by Gov. Locke. A “Y™ vote reflects the AWB position.

ESB 5185

Growth Management (GMA) Hearings Boards
By a vote of 27-22, the Senate approved changes in the Growth
Management Act to give more deference to local planning deci-
sions, encourage cooperative mediation and change Hearings
Board decisions from rulings to recommendations. ESB 5185 died
in the House. A “Y” vote reflects the AWE position.

ESB 6094 - PARTTAL VETO

Growth Management (GMA) Reform

The House voted 62-36 and the Senate concurred 30-18 o ap-
prove this omnibns growth management bill designed to address
problems with the implementation of the Growth Management
Act. ESB 6094, as signed, makes several incremental improve-
ments. But Gov, Locke vetoed sections not endorsed by his Land
Use Study Commision. AWB believes those vetoed sections offered
significant GMA reform. A Y™ vote reflects the AWB position.

ESB 7900 - SIGNED

Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) Revisions
The Senate voted 43-1 and the Honse voted unanimously to ap-
prove this measure, which simplifies and expedites the sale of
previously contaminated property. SB 7900 was signed into law
by Gov. Locke. A Y™ vote reflects the AWB position.

HEALTH CARE

ESHEBE 2018 - PARTIAL VETO

Market Stabilization Act

The House voted 66-32 and the Senate voted 30-19 to establish an
annual 60-day enrollment window, provide incentives to main-
tain continuous insurance coverage, clarify emergency room cov-
erage, establish standardized grievance procedures and add ma-
ternity benefits to the state’s Health Insurance Pool. Gov. Locke
vetoed the market stabilization provisions, but retained the added
maternity benefits. A “Y” vote reflects the AWB position.

HUMAN RESOURCES

ESHB 1292

Retro Reform- Kline Amendment

By a vote of 22-26, the Senate rejected an amendment by Sen.
Kline that would have allowed workers to file civil suits against
employers in addition to obtaining relief under the workers’ com-
pensation systemn. An “N” reflects the AWE position.

ESHB 1292

Retro Reform - Fraser Amendment

By a vote of 23 to 25, the Senate rejected an amendment by Sen.
Karen Fraser to permit workers to overrule their employer’s se-
lection of a provider of vocational rehabilitation services. An “N”
vote reflects the AWB position.

ESHB 1292 - VETOED

Retro Reform- Final Passage

The House vated 61-34 and the Senate voted 25-24 to expand the
authority of retrospective rating plan employers and groups to
schedule rehabilitation services, medical exams and close minor
ciaims that don’t involve permanent disability. ESHB 1292 was
vetoed by Gov. Locke. A “Y™ vote reflects the AWB position,

HB 1330 - VETOED

Workers’ Compensation Third Party Admin,
The House voted 54-40 and the Senate voted 29-19 to eliminate
the prohibition against insurance company subsidiaries acting as
third-party administrators of workers’ compensation claims. HB
1330 was vetoed by Gov. Locke. A “Y” vote reflects the AWB
position.

SHB 1607

PPD Closure - Conway Amendment

By a vote of 4650, the House rejected an amendment by Rep.
Steve Conway to require all self-insured workers’ comp claims to
be returned to the Department of Labor & Industries if the attend-
ing physician disagrees with the findings of an independent medi-
cal exam. An “N” vote reflects the AWB position.
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SHE 1607

PPD Closure - Fraser Amendment

By a vote of 23-25, the Senate approved an amendment offered
by Sen. Karen Fraser to require all self-insured workers’ comp
claims to be returned to the Department of Labor & Industries if
the aitending physician disagrees with the findings of an indepen-
dent medical exam. An “N” vote reflects the AWB position.

SHB 1607 - SIGNED

PPD Closure - Final Passage

The House voted 56-40 and the Senate voted 27-21 to allow
self-insured workers’ compensation employers to close perma-
nent partial disability claims. A “Y” position reflects the AWB
position.

HB 1886

Reference Checks

The House voted 58-36 to give limited immunity to employers
who provide reference checks on current or former employees.
HB 1886 died in the Senate. A “Y™ vote reflects the AWB

position,

HB 1887 - SIGNED

WISHA Advisory Committee

The House and Senate unanimously approved legislation to
establish a joint business-labor advisory committee to make
workplace safety policy recommendations to the Department of
Labor & Industries. A “Y” vote reflects the AWB position.

HB 1911

Teen Jobs

The House voted 55-39 to allow more flexibility in teen work
schedules and reform the Department of Labor & Industries regu-
lations which discourage employers from hiring teenagers. HB
1911 died in the Senate. A “Y™ vote reflects the AWB position.

HB 199

Accident Prevention Plans

The House voted 56-39 to limit citations under an employer’s ac-
cident prevention plan to infractions specifically covered by De-

partment of Labor & Industries rules. HB 1991 died in the Sen-
ate. A “Y” vote reflects the AWB position.

SB 2093 - SIGNED

Family Leave Suspension

The Senate and House unanimously approved legislation suspend-
ing the state family leave law in favor of the existing federal fam-
ily leave law. A *“Y™ vote reflects the AWB position.

SB 5569 - SIGNED

Retails Sales Overtime

The Senate voted 33-16 and the House voted 61-36 to make the
state’s rules on overtime compensation for retail commission
sales people consistent with the federal rules. A“Y” vote
reflects the AWB position.

SB 5651

Workers’ Compensation Innmunity

The Senate voted 26-23 to clarify a recent Washington State
Supreme Court decision which broadened the definition of
“intentional acts,” thereby leaving employers more vulnerable
to civil lawsuits outside the workers’ compensation system. The
House rejected the measure by a vote of 47-49. A “Y” vote
reflects the AWB position.

SB 5739 - VETOED

Wearing Apparel

The Senate voted 32-16 and the House voted 75-23 to prohibit the
Department of Labor and Industries from defining common ev-
eryday clothing as uniforms to be provided or paid for by employ-
ers. A*Y" reflects the AWB position.

SSB 6062

Amend Budget - Ul Surcharge

The Senate voted 20-27 and the House voted 46-52 to reject
amendments by Sen. Sid Snyder and Rep. Lynn Kessler to
continue the UI surcharge for workforce training, which is
scheduled to sunset December 31, 1997. An “N” vote reflects
the AWB position.

REGULATORY REFORM

E2SHB 1032 - PARTIAL VETO

Regulatory Reform

The House voted 65-33 and the Senate voted 30-19 to approve
comprehensive regulatory reform legislation which, among
other things, restored the vetoed sections of the 1995 regulatory
reform law, A “Y” vote reflects the AWB position.

SSB 5671 - VETOED

Agency Issuances

The Senate voted 39-10 and the House voted 57-37 to restrict
state agencies from issuing directives, guidelines or other
statements as “defacto” rules without going through the public
rule making process. SSB 5671 was voted by Gov. Locke. A
“Y vote reflects the AWB position.

TAX AND FISCAL POLICY

ESSB 5212 - VETOED

Property Tax Limitation

The Senate voted 33-16 and the House voted 63-34 to limit an-
nual increases in total property tax collections to 6% or inflation,
whichever is less. The limitation applies to all state, county, city ,
or other taxing jurisdictions with populations greater than 10,000. U nemploym ent

It requires a majority vote by officials to increase property tax - !
collections any amount beyond the previous year’s level. A two- Insurance costs W?H
thirds majority is required to increase collections beyond the in- be ;’educed by niore
flation rate. And officials must hold a public vote to increase prop- h $ 5 5 . l l .

erty tax collections more than 6%. Gov. Locke vetoed ESSB 5212, L7167 muion per

A "Y" vote reflects the AWB position. vear bQC(lu.S'e Of
ESSB 5286 AWRB’s successes in

Intangibles Exemption - Loveland Amendment /¢ 1997
By a vote of 23-26, the Senate rejected an amendment by Sen. RVZAY SiOR. »
Valoria Loveland to replace the original AWB-supported exemp-
tion bill with a version favored by county assessors. The assessor o
version would have prohibited separate listing and assessing of —Clif Finch L. .
intangibles, but would have allowed them to be taxed within the COVermment Affairs Director
overall business value. An “N” vote reflects the AWB position. far Human Resources




Page 12

~ AWB 1997 Voting Record

“The passage of

the intangibles
exemption will
protect AWB
members from
being blindsided
by wild,
unpredictable
property tax
increases”

—Tom Dooley

Governmental Affairs
Director for Tax Policy

ESSB 5286

Intangibles Exemption - Loveland Amendment
The Senate voted 23-26 to reject an amendment by Sen. Valoria
Loveland to replace the original AWB-supported exemption bill with
a mere study of the intangibles issue, postponing any action on an
exemption until 1998. This vote is included because this amend-
ment would have essentially killed the intangibles exemption. An
“N” vote reflects the AWB position.

ESSB 5286

Intangibles Exemption - Loveland Amendment
By a vote of 24-25, the Senate rejected an amendment by Sen.
Valoria Loveland that would have replaced the broad list of intan-
gibles in the AWB-supported bill with a very limited list of intan-
gibles and would have also excluded “controversial” intangibles
such as franchise agreements. This vote is included because this
amendment would have resulted in unequal taxation, which is against
the state constitution. An “N” vote reflects the AWB position,

ESSB 5286

Intangibles Exemption - Dunshee Amendment

By a vote of 42-56, the House rgjected an amendment by Rep.
Hans Dunshee to replace the original AWB-supported exemption
bill with a version favored by county assessors. The assessor ver-
sion would have prohibited separate listing and assessing of in-
tangibles, but would have allowed them to be taxed within the
overall business value. An “N” vote reflects the AWB position.

ESSB 5286

Intangibles Exemption - Dunshee Amendment
By a vote of 42-56, the House rejected an amendment by Rep.
Hans Dunshee that would have sunset the intangibles exemption
in the year 2000. An “N” vote reflects the AWB position.

ESSB 5286

Intangibles Exemption - Final Passage, House Yote
By a vote of 71-27, the House approved the intangibles exemp-
tion, which included Department of Revenue amendments accept-
able to AWB. A *Y" vote reflects the AWB posistion.

ESSB 5286

Intangibles Exemption - Motion to Concur
Normally, a motion t¢ concur is strictly procedural, but in this
case, opponents of the intangibles exemption called for a rollcall
vote in a last-ditch attempt to kill the bill. The motion was de-
feated on a party line 25-23 vote. A “Y” vote reflects the AWB
position.

ESSB 5286

Intangibles Exemption - Senate Concurrence Vote
By a vote of 30-19, the Senate voted to concur with the House in
approving the intangibles exemption. A “Y” vote reflects the AWB
position.

SB 5334 - SIGNED

Guarantee Fund Offset
The House voted 76-21 and the Senate concurred 37-9 to rein-
state a premium tax offset for monies contributed by insurance
companies to the state-mandated insurance guarantee fund. A“Y”
vote reflects the AWDE position.

SSB 5574

Property Tax Reform - Spanel Amendment

85B 5574 encompassed a variety of technical changes in the tax
code. By avote of 35-14, the Senate approved an amendment by
Sen. Harriet Spanel to remove a requirement that assessors annu-
ally revalue properties in order to more accurately reflect their
actual value. An “N” vote reflects the AWB position.

SB 5835 - Property Tax Referendum

Snyder Amendment

By a vote of 23-26, the Senate rejected an amendment by Sen. Sid
Snyder to establish a homestead tax credit as part of property tax
reform. The exemption would have created a split tax roll. An
“N" vote reflects the AWB position.

SB 5835

Property Tax Referendum Clanse
To counter Gov. Locke’s veto of ESSB 5212 {see ESSB 5212,

Property Tax Limitation, page 11, the Senate voted 30-17 and the
House voted 60-38 to approve SB 5833, a virtually identical bill
which includes a referendum clause, sending the measure directly
to the voters on the November ballot, In addition, SB 5835 in-
cludes an earlier measure vetoed by Gov. Locke which perma-
nently extends a temporary 4.7% reduction in the state’s portion
of the property tax.. A “Y" vote reflects the AWB position.

SB 7902
B&O Tax Rollback - Snyder Amendment

By a vote of 22-235, the Senate rejected an amendment by Sen. Sid
Snyder to delay the effective date of the rollback one year to July
1, 1998. An “N” vote reflects the AWB position.

SB 7902

B&O Tax Rollback - Final Passage, Senate

By a vote of 44-3, the Senate approved the B&O tax rollback. A
“Y** vote reflects the AWB position.

SB 7902

B&O Tax Rollback - Cody Amendment

By a vote of 39-59, the House rejected an amendment by Rep.
Eileen Cody to delay the effective date of the B&O tax rollback
one year to July 1, 1998. An “N” vote reflects the AWB position.

§B 7902 - VETOED
B&O Tax Rolback - Final Passage, House

By a vote of 91-7, the House approved the B&O tax rollback. A
“Y* vote reflects the AWB position.

SB 7902

B&O Tax Rollback - Motion te Override Veto
Following Gov. Locke’s veto of SB 7902, the Senate, by a vote of
26-23, failed to achieve the two-thirds majority needed to approve
Sen. Stephen Johnson's motion:to override the governor's veto. A
“Y” vote reflects the AWB position.
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